REFUGEE AWARENESS MONTH

The California Department of Social Services has promoted
Refugee Awareness Month for the past 18 years. The purpose of
Refugee Awareness Month is to encourage communities statewide
to celebrate and recognize the achievements and contributions of
refugees and to promote awareness of refugee resettlement efforts.
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has proclaimed June 2007 as
Refugee Awareness Month! This Proclamation acknowledges the
valuable contributions refugees have made to the Golden State.

(For more information visit the Refugee Programs Bureau at
www.cdss.ca.gov/refugeeprogram)

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PROCLAMATION

Every wear, the Umited Stwutes admits refugees from all over the world for permanent
resettlement. During the past thiny vears, more than one million refugees have moved to
California. Although they leave their homelands under different circumstances, refugees come
o Amenica united in one goal: 1o fee persecution

Hete i Calilomi, we are honored to be part of a nation that 15 seen as a beacon of opporiunity
s 1o people throughout the world, 1 admire Califomnia’s refugees for moking great
1o come to the United Stites so that they can pursue lives free from oppression, hate
3 nyv. | um inspired by their desire o give ther children and families better lives.
Califorma is grateful for their willingness 1o work hard to pursue their dreams, despite leaving
evervthing behind in their homeland

In support of its refugees, Califorma is proud to be o leader in its administration of resettlement
s, i which puk e o deliver culturally sensitive
cs. These puninerships p ¢ in helping refugees achieve self-

y - E > classes. | salute the public
and private organizations stutewide and their dedicated corps of workers for helping refugees
trnsition into their new communities.

Dunng Refugee Awareness Month, | encourage all Californians to reflect on the freedom and
opportunity that are America’s greatest hallmarks. as well a5 to acknowledge the positive
contributions that refugees — and those that help them — have made (o our state.

NOW. THEREFORE, I, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER. Governor of the State of
Calitomia, do herehy proclaim June 2007, as “Refugee Awareness Month.”

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have here unto set my hand and caused the Grear Seal of the State
of California to be affixed this 14th day of March 2007,

Amold Schwrzencgger
GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA
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Debra Bowen
SECRETARY OF STATE
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